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ART POLICY 
 
 

 
DATE PALM STATEMENT of INTENT 

 
	

At Date Palm our vision is for the School to ensure our pupils grow like a Date Palm tree – 
with strong foundations, lofty branches and produce fresh fruit: 
 

ü To build Strong Foundations for Character Development that:  
Instil values; inspire each pupil; display best manners. 

ü To have Lofty Branches of Educational Excellence that will: 
Provide a broad and varied range of experiences and learning opportunities; 
help each pupil progress and develop in all aspects; support their skills and 
talents. 

ü To produce Fresh Fruit that provides services to their Communities in order to: 
Become responsible and confident citizens; make a positive difference; 
commit to charitable endeavours; become effective contributors towards 
Britain’s future. 

 
 

  

Reviewed by Position Signature 

Sharifa Khatun Head Teacher S Khatun 

Kiran Rahman External Governor K Rahman 

   

   

, motivating and have high expectations for all  
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The Teaching and Learning of Art Policy 

Intent  

At Date Palm Primary School art is inclusive to every child. Our aims are to: fulfil the 
requirements of the National Curriculum for art and design, provide a broad and balanced 
curriculum, ensure the progressive development of knowledge and skills, enable children to 
observe and record from first-hand experience and from imagination, develop the children’s 
competence in controlling materials and tools, acquire knowledge and become proficient in 
various art and design techniques and processes, begin to develop an awareness of the 
visual and tactile elements including; colour, pattern and texture, line and tone, shape, form 
and space, foster enjoyment and appreciation of the visual arts and develop a knowledge of 
significant artists, craftspeople and designers, increase critical awareness of the roles and 
purposes of art and design in different times and cultures, and analyse works using the 
language of art and design and develop a cross-curricular approach to the use of art and 
design in all subjects.  
 

Art and design teaching at Date Palm Primary School instils an appreciation and enjoyment 
of the visual arts.  Art and design stimulates imagination and creativity; involving children in 
a range of visual, tactile and sensory experiences, which enable them to communicate what 
they see, think and feel through the use of the elements of colour, texture, form and 
pattern.  Art and design promotes careful observation and an appreciation of the world 
around us. Children explore ideas and meanings through studying the work of artists and 
designers. Through learning about the roles and functions of art, they can explore the 
impact it has had on contemporary life and on different periods and cultures.   

The aims of teaching art and design in our school are: 

• To engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping them with the knowledge and 
skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design.  

• As pupils progress through school, they should begin to think critically and develop a 
more rigorous understanding of art and design. They should also know how art and 
design both reflect and shape our history, and contribute to the culture, creativity 
and wealth of our nation. 

• To produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences. 
• To become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design 

techniques 
• To evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design. 
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• To know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the 
historical and cultural development of their art forms. 

Research Links 

Education Endowment Fund research indicates that by identifying key learning styles of 
children will underpin the individual’s style of preferred learning. The theory is that learning 
will therefore be more effective or more efficient if pupils are taught using the specific style 
or approach that has been identified as their learning style. Taking this into account, the 
theories relating to art follows the elements of the behaviourist theory as well as a social 
constructivism approach. Behaviourist theories believe that children benefit from; direct 
teacher instruction of skills and techniques; and demonstration. This is fundamental in the 
teaching and learning or art where the role of the teacher is to provide instructions and 
model skills, such as drawing and painting techniques, as well as the use of colours.  
Furthermore, the principles of social constructivism approach will also formulate the 
teaching and learning of art, through social interaction such as working as an individual, 
paired and group instruction to help children identify their individual artistic style. Whilst 
the teacher will continue to model skills, this will be achieved through the individual child’s 
Zone of Proximal Development and scaffolding.  

Implementation 

To ensure high standards of teaching and learning in art and design, we implement a 
curriculum that is progressive throughout the whole school. Art and design is taught as part 
of a termly topic, focusing on knowledge and skills stated in the National Curriculum. At 
Date Palm, we ensure that art and design is given the same importance as the core subjects, 
as we feel this is important in enabling all children to gain ‘real-life’ experiences. 

The art and design curriculum at Date Palm Primary School is based upon the 2014 Primary 
National Curriculum in England, which provides a broad framework and outlines the 
knowledge and skills and taught in each Key Stage. The progression document ensures the 
curriculum is covered and the skills/knowledge taught is progressive from year group to 
year group.  

When teaching art and design, teachers should follow the children’s interests to ensure 
their learning is engaging, broad and balanced. A variety of teaching approaches are used 
based on the teacher’s judgement.  
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Impact 

Within Art and Design, we strive to prepare children to take part in the development of 
tomorrow’s rapidly changing world. We aim to encourage children to become creative 
problem-solvers, both as individuals and as part of a team. Through the study of art and 
design, children combine practical skills with an understanding of aesthetic, social and 
environmental issues, as well as of functions and industrial practices. This allows them to 
reflect on and evaluate present and past art and design its uses and its impact. Our art and 
design curriculum is high quality, well thought out and is planned to demonstrate 
progression. We focus on progression of knowledge and skills and discreet vocabulary 
progression also form part of the units of work.  

We measure the impact of our curriculum through the following methods:  

• Assessing children’s understanding of topic linked vocabulary before and after the 
unit is taught. 

• Summative assessment of pupil discussions about their learning. 
• Images and videos of the children’s practical learning. 
• Interviewing the pupils about their learning (pupil voice). 
• Moderation staff meetings where pupil’s books are scrutinised and there is the 

opportunity for a dialogue between teachers to understand their class’s work.  
• Annual reporting of standards across the curriculum. 
• Marking of work in books.  

 

 


